THE   MEDIAEVAL   SYSTEM        37

monasteries were in advance of the age. No
higher examples of disciplined devontness
could be found than in them, and it was good
that the impulse should be transmitted to
England. Normans had furnished the earnest-
ness, but not the gift to turn it to good account.
It was their contact with the wider world that
had brought Italians, Lanfranc and Anselm,
to settle among them. They did not come
as aliens, for as yet the Roman imperial
tradition of universal citizenship had not been
ousted by the idea of nationality. It was the
counterpart of the universal churchmanship
of the age; and, indeed, a great deal that
is often called catholic might better be styled
cosmopolitan. The Normans welcomed such
messengers of a higher life, and accepted
their teaching. That teaching, so far as we
are concerned, was the mediaeval doctrine of
Church and State.

European society was feudal in its organisa-
tion. Everybody was somebody's man, till
the apex*was reached where sat the monarch,
responsible only to God, We have seen
how in the Teutonic countries, such as
England, the parish priest was the man of his
lord. That relation had grown weaker as
time advanced and as Church property had
come to be regarded as more and more sacred.